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2023 FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.24 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
Perth’s selection as the host city for the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup. The “world game” continues to grow 
significantly in Western Australia, with more than 160 000 registered and social participants across the state. Even 
the COVID-19 pandemic could not prevent the development of the game, with a 45 per cent increase in female 
participation in football in the last year alone. 
I thank FIFA for its support of Western Australia’s bid and acknowledge the hard work and advocacy from James 
and the team at Football West, Tourism WA and VenuesWest in making the Western Australian bid a reality. Hosting 
the World Cup in Perth, especially at a time when the sport is prospering from grassroots through to elite levels, 
will be a significant boost to football’s future in WA. It is a huge reward to our continually successful Matildas team, 
which will have a massive platform to keep inspiring up-and-comers. 
The McGowan government is serious about investing in the future of football in Western Australia. This is demonstrated 
by the $16.25 million contribution towards a state football centre in Queens Park, which is due for completion in 
time for the event. This elite facility will have the capability to host visiting international teams as a training 
ground, as well as grassroots and representative football programs. The state government also provides funding 
support to Football West through the industry investment program. 
As one of the biggest international events on the sporting calendar, the FIFA Women’s World Cup will deliver 
economic, social and community benefits across Western Australia. While games will be played at HBF Park, the 
state government will work with FIFA and Football West to ensure that the tournament and its benefits reach kids 
across regional and metropolitan Western Australia. The tournament is expected to attract thousands of tourists and 
football fans to Western Australia, injecting millions into the local economy. With millions of viewers expected to tune 
in to coverage of the World Cup, the tournament will provide Western Australia with significant international exposure, 
providing a tremendous opportunity to showcase everything that Western Australia has to offer the rest of the world. 
WA has produced some incredible football talent over the years, including Lydia Williams, Lisa De Vanna and, 
of course, the world’s best player, Sam Kerr. The 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup will no doubt inspire many young 
kids to lace up their football boots to try to emulate their heroes and become the superstars of the future. Who 
knows—maybe football’s next superstar will be among them. 
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